Trends in incidence and survival of Dutch women with vulvar squamous cell carcinoma.
Previous studies showed an increase in incidence of vulvar intraepithelial neoplasia (VIN), the premalignant lesion of Vulvar Squamous Cell Carcinoma (VSCC). Furthermore, during the last decades treatment of VSCC became less radical. Considering these changes the aim of this study was to describe trends of incidence and survival of patients with VSCC in the Netherlands. All patients with VSCC diagnosed between 1989 and 2010 (n=4614) were selected from the Netherlands Cancer Registry. Trends in age-adjusted incidence rates were evaluated by calculating the estimated annual percentage change (EAPC). Joinpoint regression analysis was used to detect changes in trends. Five-year relative survival rates were calculated for four time periods. The incidence of VSCC has increased since 2002 (EAPC 5.0; 95% confidence interval (CI): 2.7-7.7%). In women aged <60years incidence rates increased significantly during the whole study period (EAPC 3.5%; 95% CI: 2.0-4.9), while in women aged ≥ 60 years only an increase has observed from 2004 onwards (EAPC 5.0; 95% CI: 1.5-8.6). Survival rates did not change over time. The incidence rate of VSCC has increased from 2002 onwards in all women. Over the whole study period the increase was strongest in women aged <60 years. The introduction of less radical surgery did not affect survival.